

















available in the Resources section;
Uzwyshyn 2020.) Following the
previously outlined steps will lead
to a good initial foundation for any
digital preservation framework.

Final Thoughts

Researchers, university faculty
members, students, and donors ex-
pect a new level of service in our
networked age. Digital preserva-
tion is one of the grand, necessary
challenges of our times. These new
processes will bring relevance and
a raison d’etre to any memory in-
stitution’s existence in the digital
era. By placing our libraries into
this arena, we also reconnect them
to longer threads of past histori-
cal legacies and lineages. In this
way, we may link our present to
the institutions that have defined
our past through their own long-
term preservation decisions. And
in the process, we will define our
mutual future.

Currently, in the West, we are
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TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY’S DIGITAL PRESERVATION

GROUP DIGITAL STORAGE NEEDS ESTIMATE

Conclusions: 10-12TB/year recurring and 60-70TB permanent digital storage needed

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES:

Thesis and dissertations project: 500GB per year
Yearbook/football negatives: 235GB per year

San Marcos Daily Record negatives 1,500GB per year
Historical audio digitization: 500GB per year
Miscellaneous imaging: 500GB per year

WITTLIFF SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:

Austin Film Festival: 1.5TB per year (2-plus years)
Lonesome Dove Digital Video Miniseries Dailies (20TB),
Jerry Jeff Walker 2# audio master reel tapes

Audio digitization (Selena): 200GB per year Powers
(10TB), Broyles (300GB)

0’Connor Collection/New Major Donation example (2TB)

Major Author Archives: 2TB per year, Cormac McCarthy,
Sandra Cisneros

GENERAL COLLECTIONS:

Streaming media archive: 2TB per year, general
collections digital serial backfiles (storage space needed,
but not covered by LOCKSS, PORTICO, or HathiTrust
memberships)

already 40 years into the era of

digital preservation. This era be-

gan in the early ’80s with the introduction of the desktop
computer as a way of working. The multitude of files and im-
portant historical digital information produced since then
now needs to be preserved. A wide spectrum of media for-
mats is obsolescent or rapidly aging. These needs also con-
tinue into our present webcentric world with the web and
cloud’s long-term digital preservation needs. It is important
for libraries and memory institutions to begin wading into
these waters. Information is disappearing daily. Signifi-
cant histories are being lost for our collective future. It is
also important to remember that Rome was not built in a

day, and a journey of a thousand miles begins with a sin-
gle step. We are in a digital renaissance or Gutenberg II-
like period. Historical digital information artifacts are at
a stage akin to that of the early incunabula in the first 50
years after earlier communication model paradigm shifts.
Long-term digital preservation is needed now as these early
digital artifacts begin to disappear.
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Resources

ISO Policies: #16363 “Space Data and Information Transfer Systems—Audit
and Certification of Trustworthy Digital Repositories” (iso.org/standard/
56510.html), #16919 “Space Data and Information Transfer Systems—
Requirements for Bodies Providing Audit and Certification of Candidate
Trustworthy Digital Repositories” (iso.org/standard/57950.html), #14721
“Space Data and Information Transfer Systems—Open Archival Information
System (OAIS)—Reference Model” (iso.org/standard/57284.html).

Kenney, A. and McGovern, N. Cited in “A Digital Decade: Where Have We
Been and Where Are We Going in Digital Preservation?” RLG DigiNews, April
15, 2007. deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/60441/
McGovern-Digital_Decade.htmi?sequence=4.

Library of Congress. Digital Preservation at the Library of Congress.
(Retrieved 2021). loc.gov/preservation/digital.

Texas State Digital Preservation Working Group. (Retrieved 2021). Texas
State University's Libraries Digital Preservation Policy. thewittliffcollections
.txstate.edu/research/visit/policies/dig-pres-policy.htmi.

Uzwyshyn, R. (2020). Digital Preservation Storage Infrastructures Model
Proposal Presentation. Texas State University. DOI: 10.13140/
RG.2.2.14102.09289. researchgate.net/publication/339390854_Long_
Term_Digital_Preservation_Storage_Infrastructures_for_Libraries_Archives_
and_Research_Institutions?channel=doi&linkld=5e4f04dd299bf1cdb9391
aeb&showFulltext=true.

Ray Uzwyshyn
(Ph.D., M.B.A., M.L.1.S.] is director of collections and digital
services for Texas State University’s libraries.
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